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SCRIPT 
SOUTH REGIONAL POSTSECONDARY 
EDUCATION CENTER 
JANUARY 25, 2002 
3 p.m. 
(DR. GARY RANSDELL) 
THANK YOU FOR COMING TODAY TO THE DEDICATION OF 
THE MUCH ANTICIPATED AND LONG AWAITED SOUTH 
REGIONAL POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION CENTER. FOR SO 
LONG AND FOR SO MANY, TIDS DAY HAS BEEN ONLY A 
DREAM. ON BEHALF OF WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY, I 
EXTEND MY DEEPEST GRATITUDE TO GOVERNOR PAUL 
PATTON, SPEAKER JODY RICHARDS, SENATOR RICHIE 
SANDERS, REPRESENTATIVE STEVE NUNN, MAYOR CHARLES 
HONEYCUTT, JUDGE FREDDIE TRAVIS, OUR GLASGOW 
ADVISORY COUNCIL, AND THE KENTUCKY GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY FOR MAKING THIS DREAM A REALITY. 
, 
-
WESTERN IS PROUD OF ITS LONG-STANDING 7 ___ _ DITION OF 
~~ 
PROVIDING POSTSECONDARY SERVICES,AVIIE 
IS NEED. (L 1,-, ---~W 
~~-
HONORING THIS COMMITMENT HAS MEANT CONNECTING 
WKU WITH OTHER AREAS OF THE STATE IN NEED OF 
EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH. THE CITIZENS OF THIS REGION 
ARE FORTUNATE TO HAVE REPRESENTING THEM IN 
FRANKFORT PEOPLE WHO SHARE WESTERN'S DEVOTION TO 
ENSURING ACCESSmLE, QUALITY EDUCATIONAL 
OPPORTUNITIES TO ALL WHO SEEK THEM. THIS CENTER 
STANDS AS A SYMBOL OF THE COMMITMENT THEY HAVE 
MADE TO EDUCA TION AND TO THE PEOPLE OF THIS REGION. 
THE CENTER ITSELF EXCEEDS 58,000 SQUARE FEET AND SITS 
ON A 30-ACRE CAMPUS. IT WILL SERVE STUDENTS OF 
WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY AND THE BOWLING 
GREEN TECHNICAL COLLEGE. IT WILL PROVIDE 
EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES TO STUDENTS 
THROUGHOUT THIS ENTIRE REGION OF KENTUCKY, WITH 
ITS PARTICULAR SERVICE AREA INCLUDING BARREN, 
ADAm, ALLEN, BARREN, CLINTON, CUMBERLAND, GREEN, 
METCALFE, MONROE, AND RUSSELL COUNTIES. 
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STUDENTS WILL NOW HAVE ACCESS TO EDUCATIONAL 
OPPORTUNITIES THAT WILL ENRICH THEIR LIVES AND 
ENHANCE THEIR COMMUNITIES. 
LET ME EXTEND MY APPRECIATION TO THE ARCHITECTS OF 
NOLAN AND NOLAN OF LOUISVILLE, FOR THEIR 
INNOVATION AND CREATIVITY TO ENVISION A STRUCTURE 
SO PERFECTLY SUITED TO THE NEEDS OF OUR STUDENTS, 
BOTH IN THE PRESENT AND FOR MANY YEARS TO COME. 
OVER 1,600 STUDENTS ARE CURRENTLY ENROLLED IN 
COURSES AT THE CENTER. THOSE COURSES RANGE FROM 
DEVELOPMENTAL COURSES TO MASTER'S LEVEL COURSES, 
AND NOW INCLUDE TECHNICAL COURSES OFFERED BY THE 
BOWLING GREEN TECHNICAL COLLEGE. OVER 80 STUDENTS 
ATTENDING THE CENTER ARE NOW ENROLLED IN THE 
TECHNICAL COLLEGE, TAKING CLASSES THAT WERE 
PREVIOUSLY UNA V AILABLE TO MANY STUDENTS IN TillS 
REGION. 
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I AM PLEASED TO ACKNOWLEDGE MIKE MCCALL, 
PRESIDENT OF THE KENTUCKY COMMUNITY AND 
TECHNICAL COLLEGE SYSTEM, ALONG WITH •. JACK 
THOMAS AND SANDRA APPLING FOR THEIR ROLES IN 
MAKING TmS JOINT EFFORT A SUCCESS. THE 
COLLABORATION BETWEEN WESTERN AND KCTCS ON TmS 
PROJECT ALLOWS THE CENTER TO SERVE ONE STUDENT 
BODY, WmCH HAS A MULTITUDE OF CHOICES OF COURSES 
AND PROGRAMS. 
Tms SEMESTER, COURSE ENROLLMENTS INCREASED BY 711 
OVER THE SPRING SEMESTER OF 2001, BRINGING THE TOTAL 
NUMBER OF COURSE ENROLLMENTS AT THE SOUTH 
REGIONAL POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION CENTER TO OVER 
4,000. BETTER THAN ANYTHING, TmS ILLUSTRATES THE 
NEED FOR SUCH A CENTER IN GLASGOW AND THE DESIRE OF 
STUDENTS IN THIS REGION TO INCREASE THEIR 
KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS, AND OPPORTUNITIES THROUGH 
EDUCATION. 
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WESTERN IS GRATEFUL TO HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO 
MEET THESE NEEDS AND TO ENCOURAGE WITIDN SUCH A 
LARGE NUMBER OF PEOPLE THAT DESIRE FOR A QUALITY 
EDUCATION AND THE ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES IT BRINGS. 
I FIND IT IMPRESSIVE WE NOW ADD THE WORDS, "THE 
EDUCATION," BEFORE ANNOUNCING OUR GOVERNOR. IN 
KENTUCKY, WHEN WE REFER TO, "THE EDUCATION 
GOVERNOR PAUL PATTON," WE HAVE THE FACTS TO BACK 
UP THAT CLAIM. SINCE THE BEGINNING OF IDS FmST TERM 
AS GOVERNOR OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY, 
PAUL PATTON HAS MADE IT CLEAR TO ALL THAT 
EDUCATION IS IDS TOP PRIORITY. HE HAS KEPT THAT VOW 
THROUGHOUT IDS TIME IN SERVICE TO THE PEOPLE OF 
KENTUCKY. HE HAS SERVED AS HEAD OF THE COMMISSION 
ON THE IDGH SCHOOL SENIOR YEAR, CHAm OF THE 
NATIONAL EDUCATION GOALS PANEL, CHAIR OF THE 
EDUCATION COMMISSION OF THE STATES, AND CHAIR OF 
THE SOUTHERN REGIONAL EDUCATION BOARD. 
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ON THE HOME FRONT, GOVERNOR PATTON HAS FOUGHT 
HARD TO ENHANCE ELEMENTARY, SECONDARY, AND 
POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION, AND HE HAS FOUGHT HARD 
TO MINIMIZE THE IMPACT OF BUDGETARY RETRENCHMENT 
ON EDUCATION. THIS BUILDING IS A RESULT OF GOVERNOR 
PATTON'S MOST NOTABLE LEGISLATIVE SUCCESS-HOUSE 
BILL ONE-HIGHER EDUCATION REFORM. IT IS THE FIRST 
OF FIVE REGIONAL POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION CENTERS 
TO OPEN. I AM PROUD THAT ONCE AGAIN WESTERN IS 
SETTING THE PACE IN THIS REFORM MOVEMENT. 
IT IS M HONOR TO IN 
THA 
14 
~~ 
AS A FORMER~ACULTY MEMBER AND AS SPEAKER OF THE 
KENTUCKY HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JODY RICHARDS ~ ~ 1"vP 
HAS ALWAYS BEEN A FRIEND AND SUPPORTER OF WESTERN. ~ 
HE IS A LEADER IN NOT ONLY EDUCATION BUT ALSO IN THE 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND GROWTH OF KENTUCKY. 
HE HAS LONG KNOWN THAT IMPROVING THE QUALITY OF 
ONE'S LIFE IS INEXTRICABLY LINKED TO EDUCATIONAL 
OPPORTUNITIES. THROUGHOUT HIS ESTEEMED CAREER, HE 
HAS WORKED HARD TO MAKE THOSE OPPORTUNITIES 
AVAILABLE TO ALL KENTUCKIANS. SPEAKER RICHARDS IS 
JOINED TODAY BY IDS WIFE, NEVA, AND WE WANT TO TAKE 
TIDS TIME TO WELCOME YOU, NEVA. 
MY PERSONAL FRIEND AND PARTNER IN PROGRESS, 
KENTUCKY'S LEGISLATIVE STATESMAN, SPEAKER JODY 
RICHARDS. 
SPEAKER JODY RICHARDS ' REMARKS 
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(DR. RANSDELL) 
THANK YOU SPEAKER RICHARDS. 
I CANNOT STRESS ENOUGH HOW CRITICAL THE SUPPORT 
AND LEADERSHIP OF SENATOR RICllE SANDERS WAS IN 
SECURING FUNDING FOR TllS PROJECT. AS CHAIRMAN OF 
THE SENATE APPROPRIATION AND REVENUE COMMITTEE, 
llS DILIGENCE IN PROMOTING llGHER EDUCATION AS A 
DOORWA Y TO GREATER OPPORTUNITY AND PROSPERITY 
WAS CRITICAL IN SEEING TllS PROJECT TO FRUITION. THE 
PEOPLE RICHIE SANDERS SERVES ARE NEVER FAR FROM llS 
MIND, AND llS RECORD REFLECTS THAT. I AM PLEASED TO 
INTRODUCE AN ARDENT ADVOCATE FOR TllS REGION OF 
KENTUCKY, MY FRIEND, AND OUR OWN WESTERN ALUMNUS, 
SENATOR RICllE SANDERS. 
SENATOR RICHIE SANDERS' REMARKS 
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(DR. RANSDELL) 
THANK YOU SENATOR SANDERS. 
REPRESENTATIVE STEVE NUNN HAS SERVED IN THE 
KENTUCKY HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES SINCE 1990, BUT 
EVEN BEFORE THEN, HE ESTABLISHED IDMSELF AS A MAJOR 
SUPPORTER OF EDUCATION AND OF WESTERN. HE WAS 
INVOLVED IN THE EARLIEST STAGES OF BRINGING A 
WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY PRESENCE TO GLASGOW. 
HE HAS WORKED FAITHFULLY ON THIS PROJECT SINCE IT 
BEGAN AS SIMPLY AN IDEA. HE IS AMONG THE STRONGEST 
PROPONENTS OF THE GLASGOW CENTER AND OF 
EDUCATION FOR ALL. REPRESENTATIVE NUNN IS JOINED 
TODAY BY HIS WIFE TRACEY, AND WE ALSO WANT TO 
WELCOME TRACEY TODAY. NOW, IT IS MY PLEASURE TO 
INTRODUCE A MEMBER OF THE HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES WHO HAS A LONG POLITICAL PEDIGREE 
AND WHO IS BmLDING HIS OWN LEGACY OF LEADERSIDP, 
MY FRIEND, STEVE NUNN. 
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REPRESENTATIVE STEVE NUNN 'S REMARKS 
(DR. RANSDELL) 
THANK YOU REPRESENTATIVE NUNN. 
GIFT PRESENTATION TO MA YOR HONEYCUTT & JUDGE TRA VIS, 
GOVERNOR & LEGISLATORS - DR RANSDELL & KRISTEN BALE 
(DR RANSDELL) 
WE WOULD NOW LIKE TO PRESENT A FEW GIFTS AS TOKENS 
OF OUR GRATITUDE TO THOSE INDIVIDUALS WHOSE VISION, 
DETERMINATION, AND DEVOTION TO THE PEOPLE OF THIS 
AREA WERE INSTRUMENTAL IN THE CREATION OF THE 
CA 
18 
WE ARE PLEASED TO PRESENT REPLICAS OF THE BRONZE 
PLAQUE THAT HANGS IN THE ENTRANCE OF THE CENTER. 
THE PLAQUE READS: 
"WITH SPECIAL APPRECIATION TO BARREN COUNTY AND 
THE CITY OF GLASGOW; FREDDIE TRAVIS, COUNTY JUDGE 
EXECUTIVE, AND CHARLES HONEYCUTT, MAYOR." 
MAYOR HONEYCUTT, JUDGE TRAVIS, WE THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR SUPPORT AND HARD WORK. 
ON THE OPPOSITE SIDE OF THE FOYER, ANOTHER PLAQUE 
SALUTES THE GOVERNOR, THE FINANCE AND 
ADMINISTRATION CABINET, FACILITIES MANAGEMENT, THE 
ARCIDTECTS, AND THE BOARD OF REGENTS. 
TO GOvERNOR PAl ION, SPEAKER RICHARDS, SENATOR 
SANDERS, AND REPRESENTATIVE NUNN, THE CHAIR OF OUR 
BOARD, KRISTEN BALE, AND I ARE PLEASED TO PRESENT 
YOU WITH THESE FRAMED PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE CENTER. 
'* Ohob ~ ~ (de/cJcrn p~OLU~m ~ 
J<\UL. rYIc.ch CrYloCK) 
AT THIS TIME, I'D LIKE TO DIRECT OUR PLATFORM GUESTS 
AND OTHER SPECIAL GUESTS TO THE FRONT OF THE 
BUILDING FOR THE OFFICIAL RIBBON CUTTING FOR THE 
SOUTH REGIONAL POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION CENTER. 
FOLLOWING THAT, I INVITE EVERYONE TO PROCEED INSIDE 
FOR REFRESHMENTS AND TO TOUR THE FACILITY. 
STUDENTS, FACULTY, AND STAFF WILL BE LOCATED 
THROUGHOUT THE BUILDING TO ASSIST YOU. THEIR 
NAMETAGS WILL DESIGNATE THEM AS SUCH. THANK YOU 
ALL FOR COMING AND ENJOY THE REST OF THE 
AFTERNOON. 
PROCEED TO FRONT FOR RIBBON CUTTING AND THEN INSIDE FOR 
THE RECEPTION 
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